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 The MANLY 
MESSENGER 

October 2019 edition 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

I am pleased to advise that we have been successful in our application 

for a grant to be used for new amenities at the club . I would like to 

thank our local member Joan Pease and the State Government for 

their commitment to our club. Also, thanks to David O’Leary for his 

work in submitting the application.  

Murray Burdett has also made headway with Ross Vasta’s office to 

have the club  shortlisted for a grant to provide Handrails to assist 

access to the greens.  

I've been away on holidays the last few weeks but have been informed 

that the club is continuing to trade well.  

We have just hosted the Police and Emergency Services Games and 

President Murray was very proud of the way the club handled the 

week-long event especially our band of volunteers* and the Kitchen 

/Bar staff in providing a memorable event for the players. 

Congratulations to all medal winners and we look forward to hosting 

this event in the future. Not much more to report on at this stage as I 

have been away. 

Ian Reed 

Chairman 
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Particular mention should be made of Murray Burdett and games 

director, Greg Brazier, for which the tournament was  virtually a full 

time task for the week in addition to preparation and planning 

beforehand [ED.] 

MEN’S DIVISION REPORT  

September has being a busy month with the green and clubs busy this 

month. I would like to thank Mick Lawson for agreeing to  do  the 

Games directors position and doing a great job helping out while Greg 

was away on holidays I have the exciting news to report that the club 

has being successful in obtaining a grant to do renovation  down stairs 

to fit toilets and a showers. The club is also on the short list for a grant  

to fit stainless steel hand rails to assist access to the greens. Well done  

to all involved. 

Pennants has now finished for year  and thanks to all who committed 

to play, also to the Selectors who did a fantastic job on making  our 

teams competitive each week. 

A special congratulation to Division 5 team that made the finals only to 

miss the chocolates, well done to you all. 

I would like to congratulate the Club Manly team which made the finals 

of the BPL  at Pine Rivers and performed well against tough opposition. 

We have decided to continue to run the fortnightly singles so come 

give it a go the game is quick and enjoyable. 

We shall also be seeking feedback from members to determine if there 

is sufficient  interest in Thursday night pairs later this year. Our facility 

is ideal for night bowls and playing at night is an ideal way to avoid the 

summer heat. 
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We have reviewed the list of players and their preferences from the 

notice board. We applied to enter the Q7s competition in divisions 3 

and 6 on the closing date of 7 October. Because of the high level of 

interest, we are considering 3 or 4 Sumer shield teams. The closing 

date is 2 November 2019. The decision on the number of teams must 

be made before that date and will be based on the number of names 

on the board. If you wish to play,  please put your name on the board  

immediately as we would  like to organise trials before the season 

begins . 

Our Annual general meeting will be held at the club at 9.30 on 26th 

October so please attend to have your say in the elections of the 

officials who will be running your bowls games next year. There are still 

positions to fill on the committee. Nominations have closed, but you 

should contact me if you are willing to take a position so I can arrange 

a nomination from the floor of the meeting. 

I finally would like to thank all the committee for their help and 

assistance this year and a special thanks to Lance and John who 

covered for me during my during my treatment. 

I finally would like to thank Marcelle for her assistance and umpiring 

of our Saturday  pennants when all our umpires were playing.  

I will close with the following - Teams are only as good as the 

opposition plays. 

Murray Burdett 
President 

MEN’S GAMES DIRECTOR REPORT 

Club Championships are progressing well, upcoming games are: 
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Triples Final - Saturday 19th October – 

Elvin Kempnich, Peter Ramsay, Paul Scott Vs. Boyd Hodges, Norm 

Broadhurst, Noel Gilbert 

Open Singles 

Semi-Finals - Sunday 27th October  

Final – Sunday 10th November   

Mixed Pairs Final – Sunday 17th November 

Lynn & Noel Gilbert Vs. Sylvia Sinnamon, Terry Newman 

Thanks to all members who have assisted with Umpiring and marking 

Singles games throughout the year.  

Enjoy your bowling. 

Greg Brazier 

Games Director 

MEN’S SECRETARY REPORT 

I have some observations about the recently completed pennants 

season. I have heard it said around the club that there were 20 players 

available for pennants  who did not get a game. This is not correct.  

As secretary of the men’s division, it fell to me to collate and organise 

data from documents and information supplied to me for the various 

meetings in which the Men’s committee made decisions about the 

number of teams entered and which divisions they were entered into. 
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There was a list on the notice board on which members were asked to 

indicate their wish to play and their availability. There were 82 names 

on that list of which 19 indicated limited availability. 2 indicated they 

were reserves who might be able to play if needed. Five sides  were 

entered requiring 60 players every week.  

When I collated and analysed the end of pennants statistics provided 

by the selectors, they showed that 71 players played during the 

season.  I was concerned that there were 7 players  who had indicated 

full availability at the beginning of the season but who did not get a 

game. Further inquiry showed that 5 of those 7 had become 

unavailable for various reasons, usually health related. No information 

was available to me about the remaining  players. 

Regrettably, from time to time during the season, a small number of 

players were available but they were not selected. I trust that the 

explanation and figures above make it plain that there were 

insufficient players to enter a sixth team and that the dilemma which 

left a small number of players without a pennants game was 

unavoidable. It was for this reason that the Men’s Committee and the 

board took steps to continue free social bowls during pennants season. 

The statistics also showed that there were almost no examples of 

players withdrawing because they were unhappy about the division or 

position they were selected in. Either, the stories of  members “spitting 

the Dummy” in previous years were exaggerated, or the culture in the 

club has improved substantially. I suspect the latter is true. This is a 

credit to the selectors in the way that they communicated with 

members and selected teams and a credit  to members who accepted 

the selectors decisions in the interests of the club. The more members 

who adhere to a culture of “playing for the club” the better. 
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John Curr  

Secretary 

LADIES GAMES DIRECTOR REPORT:  

Ladies,  

Now that Pennants has finished we are back to finishing our 

competitions for the year. All our singles competitions are now 

completed. We have the finals of the Championship Triples to 

complete and the Club Selected Pairs to begin.  This will commence on 

Tuesday 8th October.  We have had to bring this back to the original 

date due to District Pairs playing on Monday 14th October and 

continuing on Tuesday 15th.  If I did not return this to the 8th we would 

probably not have a competition as many of our ladies are playing in 

the District Pairs. 

Our Manly Brekky, Bubbles and 2 bowl Triples held on Monday 23rd 

September was very successful.  Sorry fellows it was a ladies only 

event.  Maybe next year we can change it to a mixed.  We will have to 

wait and see.     

Our Games Director will be attending a meeting with all the other clubs 

Games Directors in the District so that we can organise our Calendars 

for 2020 so that our Special events do not clash. 

That is all for now so until next time Good bowling. 

Marcelle 

Games Director 
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WAR VETS NOTES  

Well another month has rolled over and attendances continue to be in 

the 60s.  As usual our calendar is busy with lots happening. 

This month we celebrated 3 significant “O” birthdays with Charlie 

turning 70 and Terry and Arlene turning 80 and all still going strong.  

Congratulations to all we look forward to you coming to Vets for many 

years to come. 

On a sadder note one of our much loved 

members, Tim McKie passed away at the 

ripe old age of 89.  Many members 

attended the funeral to say our last 

goodbyes. Tim will be sadly missed. 

On the 22nd September we had our 

monthly bus trip when we travelled to 

Kingscliff Bowls Club .  This was a very 

enjoyable experience and I had many 

vets mention to me how much they enjoyed this club.  The lunch was 

exceptional and although very windy we all had a lovely time playing 

bowls with the very friendly club members.  Kingscliff have indicated 

they would like to see us again and I’m sure this venue will be on the 

calendar next year. 

On the 6th October we had an “in” visit from another of our favourite 

clubs, the Dolphins Social Club.  The lunch put on by our fabulous chef 

Shelley was delicious.  Many thanks Shelley.  This is a Shield 

competition between the Dolphins and the Vets and keenly contested 

twice a year.  The competition is judged on the total of points 

accumulated for the year over both games.  On our visit to Paradise 

Point the Dolphins won the shield with a 40 point win.  On this return 
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visit Vets won on the day with a 35 point win but Dolphins retained the 

shield with a 5 point majority.  Look out next year Dolphins, a big 

grudge match coming up….Ha ha! 

On the 27th October we have another in visit from another new club, 

the Ipswich Bowls Club.    We look forward to welcoming these bowlers 

to our wonderful venue. 

Pam England 

COACHING 

Noel Gilbert advises he will be available to run coaching sessions on a 

Thursday afternoons from 3pm until 4:30pm for club members. 

He has  been coaching for 12 years and has coached from beginners to 

advanced and also Arm Bowlers. If any club member would like some 

coaching, please call Noel to make arrangements Ph 3395-1230 
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HUMOUR 

7 Reasons Not To Mess With Children 

A little girl was talking to her teacher about whales. 

The teacher said it was physically impossible for a whale to swallow a 

human because even though it was a very large mammal its throat 

was very small.  

The little girl stated that Jonah was swallowed by a whale.  

Irritated, the teacher reiterated that a whale could not swallow a 

human; it was physically impossible.  

The little girl said, 'When I get to heaven I will ask Jonah'.  

The teacher asked, 'What if Jonah went to hell?'  

The little girl replied, 'Then you ask him'. 

 

A Kindergarten teacher was observing her classroom of children while 

they were drawing. She would occasionally walk around to see each 

child's work.  

As she got to one little girl who was working diligently, she asked 

what the drawing was.  

The girl replied, 'I'm drawing God.'   

The teacher paused and said, 'But no one knows what God looks like.'  

Without missing a beat, or looking up from her drawing, the girl 

replied, 'They will in a minute. 

 One day a little girl was sitting and watching her mother do the 

dishes at the kitchen sink. She suddenly noticed that her mother had 

several strands of white hair sticking out in contrast on her brunette 

head.  

She looked at her mother and inquisitively asked, 'Why are some of 

your hairs white, Mum?'  
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Her mother replied, 'Well, every time that you do something wrong 

and make me cry or unhappy, one of my hairs turns white.'  

The little girl thought about this revelation for a while and then said, 

'Mummy, how come ALL of grandma's hairs are white?' 

 

The children had all been photographed, and the teacher was trying 

to persuade them each to buy a copy of the group picture.  

'Just think how nice it will be to look at it when you are all grown up 

and say, 'There's Jennifer, she's a lawyer,' or 'That's Michael, He's a 

doctor.'  

A small voice at the back of the room rang out, 'And there's the 

teacher, she's dead.' 

 

 A teacher was giving a lesson on the circulation of the blood. Trying 

to make the matter clearer, she said, 'Now, class, if I stood on my 

head, the blood, as you know, would run into it, and I would turn red 

in the face.'  

'Yes,' the class said.   

'Then why is it that while I am standing upright in the ordinary 

position the blood doesn't run into my feet?'  

A little fellow shouted,   

'Cause your feet ain't empty.' 

 

The children were lined up in the cafeteria of a Catholic elementary 

school for lunch.. At the head of the table was a large pile of apples. 

The nun made a note, and posted on the apple tray:  

'Take only ONE ... God is watching.'   

Moving further along the lunch line, at the other end of the table was 
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a large pile of chocolate chip cookies.  

A child had written a note, 'Take all you want. God is watching the 

apples. 

Thanks to Keith Harris [ED.} 

 [advertisement] 

Pure Fresh Honey-From Local Hives 

Available at Club Manly 

Ask Bar staff for a Jar 

Price on Lid. 

 

  
Alterations and repairs -Specialising in resizing garments - Gents and ladies 

Clothing 

Tailoring, dressmaking and sewing classes 

Specialising in soft furnishing- Curtains and fitted cushion covers 

Free Quotes- Free pick-up and delivery service 

35 years’ experience 

Josie’s Tailoring  

Phone 0421 552 092 


