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 The MANLY 
MESSENGER 

February 2020 edition 

MEN’S PRESIDENT’S REPORT  

I will start with a request directed to all our members. We urgently 

require a person to step up and become the secretary of the Men’s 

Division. At present, myself and Lance, the vice-president, are filling in, 

doing our jobs plus the secretary jobs, which is a struggle as we try to 

ensure nothing of importance is missed. So if you think you might be 

able to help contact Lance or myself. 

I would like to congratulate everyone participating in the Summer 

Shield and Q7s where results are extremely promising, with the club 

winning all 6 Division last week. 

You will notice the hand rails slowly being installed on both greens. 

These will insure that our members who suffer from balance, hip or 

knee problems can continue enjoy bowls, and be able safely to access 

the greens. 

Many thanks to all members who did the modification to the deck and 

steps, with special thanks to Norm, and his team. 

The Brisbane Open Singles is now open for nominations, so let’s get 

behind it to ensure a raging success and ensure the organizing  

subcommittee gets everyone’s support. 
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The Ladies had their Annual general meeting recently. I would like to 

congratulate President Jan and her team. We look forward to working 

with you all this year. 

I will be posting the names of players who are using the bowls lockers 

down stairs. Please check and confirm you are that person and still 

require the locker. This will allow us to allocate spare lockers to 

interested parties. 

Murray Burdett 

President 

MEN’S GAMES DIRECTOR REPORT 

Club competitions have commenced with A Grade Singles the first 

event. 

Thank you to members who volunteered to mark first round games, 

your contribution is greatly appreciated. 

Reminder to all players entering Singles competitions, if you are a 

losing player, there is an expectation that you mark your opponent’s 

next round in competition, therefore, you will only have to mark one 

game in competition, not a big ask. [Ed. Players arrange directly with 

the marker to attend for the match.]   

Club Pairs close on Saturday 29th February. 

Both Q7’s Divisions are performing well, Division 3 undefeated after 4 

rounds, Division winning 3 out of 4 games, Well Done. 

Summer Shield teams across 4 Divisions are all performing well. 
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There are several new members that have joined our Club recently, 

welcome them and encourage their participation. 

Enjoy your Bowls 

Greg Brazier 

Games Director 

LADIES DIVISION  

Hi ladies.  

Our fearless leader is having some "me" time so I have stepped up to 

the mat to do my bit. Jan is a tough act to follow so I will do my best to 

live up to her standard.  

Nearly one month since elections and a few meetings run under my 

belt. Scary stuff but thanks to everyone for your encouragement and 

support. 

On a sad note, I have to announce the passing of one of our Life 

Members, Gloria Bale. A sympathy card and our sincere condolences 

were sent to her family. 

We all would like to pass on best wishes to Betty Hoffie, as her 

grand-daughter lies in a New York hospital recovering from an 

unfortunate accident.  

Our thoughts and prayers are with Kym's husband, Gary, for a speedy 

recovery.  

We have been missing Jean Hooper who is looking after husband, Alan, 

and Sue Barnes after a recent operation. We look forward to seeing all 

of you back at bowls soon. 
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What a great start to the new year with Liz Weir offering to sponsor a 

new bowls competition for our Social ladies. Money and trophy at the 

end of the year and we have also offered a monthly prize of a free 

game of bowls for the highest points scorer.  

January's winner was Margaret Drewett. Congratulations Margaret. 

Everyone is very keen about the new competition and what a great 

way to reward our regular bowlers. Thanks Liz. 

On a lighter note, just remember when you keep pushing the envelope, 

it is still stationery! 

Until next time,  

Keep smiling and enjoy your bowls. 

Gail Ballment 

Ladies Vice President 

LADIES GAMES DIRECTOR REPORT:  

Ladies,  

Our year of bowls for 2020 is off to a great start.  We usually start our 

year with our Championship Fours, Pairs and Singles.  The 

Championship Fours are up to the finals stage and our Championship 

Pairs is well underway.  We will be able to start our Championship 

Singles in the very near future.  

Ladies, please consider our other Singles competitions e.g. A Singles, B 

Singles, Open Consistency, B Consistency, Novice Singles and Senior 

Singles, if you have not yet put your nomination in, please do so soon 

as we will be closing and drawing by early March. If you have any 
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queries regarding these games please come and speak with me and I 

will clear up any concerns. 

The Q7s competition has begun on weekends and I wish our two 

division all the best bowls.  Our Men have also started their Summer 

Shield and I hope they do well. 

On Monday 10th February will be our Brekky, Bubbles and 4s day 

which I am sure will be a great success.  I would like to stress to all our 

Ladies to look at the flyers on the board from other clubs and see what 

events they have on because as the saying goes “if we support our 

other clubs they will support us” in our special days. 

If you are not playing competition, don’t forget we have a competition 

going for our social players which everyone seems to be enjoying.  We 

have already had a winner for January for a free game so come on 

Ladies come and play social and be in the running. 

Lastly, I would like advise that Kym’s position as Games Director is on 

hold at present due to family health issues and I can only hope all goes 

well for them. 

See you all on the green. 

Marcelle 

Assistant Games Director 

WAR VETS 

Well, the War Vets have started the official 2020 season although, in 

truth, we only stopped for a couple of weeks, so keen are our members 

to come and enjoy the great comradery, game of bowls and, of course, 

lunch.  Our numbers for the first two weeks were in the low 70s and 

even last week, despite the heat, we still had 60+ members playing.   
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This year, our away trips will be every second month, with the first visit 

being to Samford.  This is always a good trip, the Samford members 

being very friendly.  Samford also has sunshades and although not 

waterproof is certainly better than playing in full sun.  I’ll set out below 

our full itinerary for 2020.   

On 22/23rd May we are looking to take members to Evans Head for the 

weekend, leaving early Saturday morning, arriving in Evans Head about 

lunch-time.  We’ll have a game of bowls in the arvo, stay overnight at 

the on-site cabins and have dinner and breakfast at the bowls club.  In 

the morning, before returning home, there is the possibility of a visit 

to a military museum or something similar, but those details are yet to 

be finalised. 

Mick Letnic has recently had another knee replacement and has 

recovered well and is back playing.   

Sue Barnes has just been admitted to hospital. We all wish you a 

speedy recovery and look to see you back on the greens in a couple of 

months or so.  

Our thoughts and best wishes to Sel Norrish who has spent the last few 

weeks in hospital. 

To Betty and Tommy Hoffie, our thoughts are with you.  

To Allan Hooper who is recovering from major back surgery, our 

thoughts and best wishes for a speedy recovery and, hopefully, he will 

be able to join us, once again, on the greens. 

To any other members who are not feeling 100%, we hope to see you 

back on the greens when you feel able. 
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Our monthly/annual competition is in full swing again. The 2019 

overall ladies winner was Ann Miles with 647 points and Keith Perrins 

was the overall winner for the men with 560 points.  Our winner for 

the first monthly prize was Kay Burdett.  Well done to our 2019 winners 

and good luck to everyone over the coming months.  

2020 Away Trips 

23 February Stamford Departing 10.00am 

3 May Dolphins Departing 10.30m 

28 June Ipswich Brothers Departing 10.30am 

23 August Kingscliffe Departing 9.30am 

18 October Tewantin Departing 9.30am 

2020 In-visits  

27 September Samford 

1 November Dolphins 

13 December Ex-Navy 

 

Mo Pooley 

FISHING CLUB 

Hello all,  

Our fishing comps haven’t started for 2020 yet, but, there sure is a lot 

of chatter around the subject throughout the club so hopefully we are 

in for another great year. December 31 saw the closing of our clubs 

financial year. We have had our financials audited and our AGM was 

held during February so, all of the official stuff is out of the way and it’s 

now time to start fishing again.  

Dave James stood down as our treasurer and we would like to sincerely 

thank Dave for the time and effort he has put in for the club over the 
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past 4 years. Gavin Manning has taken on the job and we look forward 

to working with Gavin in the future, the rest of the BSFC committee did 

not change from last year. 

The club is getting stronger as we move forward and our membership 

is still growing month to month which is fantastic to see. The 

discounted priced bags of ice we have on offer at the club have been 

well utilised over the festive season and during the warmer months, 

please remember this is available all year round 

Quite a few of our members are up at Burrum Heads as I write this and 

I have attached a few photos of their exploits thus far. They have only 

just settled in for what I am sure will be a great week of fishing and 

socialising. 

Till next time tight lines 

Regards BSFC Inc 

COACHING 

Noel Gilbert advises he will usually be available to run coaching 

sessions on a Thursday afternoons from 3pm until 4:30pm for club 

members. 

He has  been coaching for 12 years and has coached from beginners to 

advanced, arm bowlers and bowlers who need the aid of a stick for 

support or balance. If any club member would like some coaching, 

please call Noel to make arrangements Ph 3395-1230 
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HUMOUR AND VERSE 

Should I Have Rescued This Dog? 
By Long John Best 

 
My old dog’s deaf, can hardly see, 
His plumbing’s shot, sits down to pee, 
The wife insists, he’s much like me, 
Our days are nearly over. 
 
We’re both unwell, he’s worse, poor pet, 
With Doctors cheaper than a Vet, 
If one must go, it’s him, and yet, 
The wife sez, “I’ll keep Rover.” 
 
Cash from my will, they operate, 
They fixed him up, he’s looking great, 
I’ve barely cooled, since my cremate, 
Condolences they’re sending. 
 
They come to visit at the wall, 
My plaque’s down low, it’s cheap and small, 
He cocks his leg, I cop it all, 
A far from Happy Ending. 

 

Thanks to Long John Best  and Bent Banana Books for permission to reprint 

this verse. 


